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2006

Lfq 50-00 l
English 4950

I Fall 2006

Literary History and Bibliography
Dr. Angela Vietto
3345 Coleman Hall
avietto@gmail.com / 581-6293
Class web site:
http:/ /www.uxl.eiu.edu/-cfarv / 4950.html

Office hours:
M\VF 9-10:30 AND BY APPOINTMENT
(You can make an appointment by seeing me
before or after class OR by signing up on the
appointment schedule on my office door.)

Course Objectives
This course is intended to help you create a historical narrative out of your previous study of
literature, to fill in blank spots in your historical knowledge, and to provide you with an
overview of the history of literature in English. Along the way we will also touch on related
topics: the histories of various genres and subgenres, the history of the profession of literary
study, the study of printed items as physical objects ("bibliography"), and the history of
approaches to the study of literature (theory and criticism).
By the end of the course, you should be able to do the following:
(1) Discuss the traditional "periods" of English and American literary history, including
(a) Rough beginning and ending dates
(b) An explanation of the significance of those dates
(c) An explanation of the significance of the label traditionally applied to the period
(d) A brief discussion of the issues involved in "periodizing" the period
(e) A description of the main literary trends of the period, including a few examples
(2) Given an unfamiliar literary work, discuss it in terms of its relationship to the period in
which it was written
(3) Reflect on the uses and limitations of historical approaches to literature

Why a synthetic course in literary history?
Several reasons. (1) Most of your literature courses have been organized historically; this
class should help you draw connections among those courses. (2) Literary history is a
dominant (but not the only) approach to literature. This course can allow us to reflect on
the advantages and disadvantages of history as an organizing principle for literary study.
(3) If you intend to pursue graduate study in literature, a broad familiarity with British and
American literary history will be expected of you. (4) If you intend to teach high school, a
broad familiarity with literary history can help you provide context for your students.

Texts to be issued by TRS
Abrams, Norton Anthology of English Uterature, 7'" ed., vol. 1
Dreiser, An American Trageefy
Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper and Other Stories
Millhauser, Martin Dressler
Sterne, Tristram Shanefy
Additional materials will be supplied by the instructor.

What will we be doing in this course?
Detailed reading schedules will be distributed at the beginning of each major section of the
course (about once a month). Following are deadlines and other notable dates in our
schedule:
M Sept 4-No class (Labor Day observed)
M Sept 25-Proposal for formal essay due
F Oct 6-Mid-term exam
F Oct 13-No class (Fall Break)
M Oct 30-Annotated bibliography due
Nov. 20-24-No class (Thanksgiving)
M Dec 4-Formal essay due
W Dec 13, 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.-Final exam

In general, here's what you can expect if you decide to commit to this class. We'll do a fair
amount of reading, in three categories: (1) reading of key literary texts, common to
everyone in the class; (2) reading of literary texts in an area with which you are unfamiliar,
selected individually, in consultation with the instructor; (3) readings on the practice and
theory of literary history. Your writing will include a variety of short exercises but will
primarily focus on the development of one major project, focused on a text or author of
your choice. Our in-class activities will vary, to include brief lectures by me and by guest
speakers; small and large group discussion; structured debate; and reports based on your
independent research.

Assignments and Grading
Homework/In-class writings
Participation
Mid-term and final exams
Formal essay

30%
20%
30%
20%

Final Grades
A
90% or above
B
80% to 89%
C
70% to 79%
D
60% to 69%
F
59% or below

Homework and_ in-class writings will be worth variable numbers of points. At the end of
the semester, I will total the points available and divide your total by the total available to
determine your homework/in-class writing grade. If you miss class, homework that was due
for the class you missed is due the day you return to class. In-class writings may also be
made up; see me to arrange for that when you return to class.

Participation in class discussion and other activities is critical to your learning. As an
experienced English major, you should be prepared to make meaningful contributions to
discussions that will enlighten, stimulate, and challenge your classmates and your instructor.
If you find participation in class discussions particularly challenging, please, please, come and
talk with me early in the semester. I'll work with you to find ways to make it easier.

Attendance. When you miss class, you disadvantage both yourself and your classmates.
However, coming to class is your decision. The only days when you need to provide me
with documentation if you miss class are the days of the mid-term and final exams.
However, you should note the following: (a) It's your job to find out, from me or a
classmate or the class web site, what you've missed and make that work up. (b) Missing a lot
of class will inevitably hurt your participation grade. (c) When you're turning something in
late, tum it in during class or in my office hours. (Please don't email me assignments.)

Exams. The mid-term and final exams will both be comprehensive (that is, they will
evaluate your progress toward meeting the overall goals of the course). So you can think of
the mid-term as practice for the final. If you work steadily throughout the semester, then,
you should do better on the final than on the mid-term. In that case, your final exam grade
will be doubled and take the place of your mid-term exam grade.

Formal essay. Your formal essay will be developed over the course of the semester. A
proposal will be due M Sept 25; an annotated bibliography will be due M Oct 30; and rough
drafts may be submitted for review any time before Thanksgiving break. (When you submit
a rough draft, you must also schedule a conference with me.) The final deadline for the
formal essay is M Dec 4. Yott mttst meet all three deadlines in order to receive credit for the jormal
essqy. I will give you commentary and feedback on the proposal, annotated bibliography, and
(optional) draft(s), but I will not assign a final grade until the final essay is submitted.
Graduate students enrolled in this course have additional requirements-see the next page.

Graduate Students
Graduate students enrolled in this course have the following additional requirements:
1. Individual reading lists will be slightly longer (and more challenging).
2. The formal essay will be longer, and greater sophistication in analysis and in use of
secondary sources will be expected.
3. Graduate students will be asked to take leadership roles in some structured discussions.

Information for Students 111ith Disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please
contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.

Electronic W riling Portfolio
This course is writing intensive. lfyou are not a senior, that means you may use an essay from
this class for your electronic writing portfolio. (Seniors must make their EWP submission
from their EIU senior seminar.) If you wish to use the formal essay from this class to make
your EWP submission, you must include a completed EWP form with your formal essay
when you turn it in; I will return the signed form with your graded essay at or before our
final exam. Ifyou need to make an EWP submission earlier than the end of this
semester, just let me kno111.

The English Department's Statement on Plagiarism
"Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-'The appropriation or imitation of the
language, ideas, and/ or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's
original work' (Random House Dictionary of the English Language)-has the right and the
responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including
immediate assignments, of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the
course, and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office."

My Statement on Plagiarism
I assume that, as an English major, you have contempt for the idea of plagiarizing someone
else's writing. On the other hand, I've been given plagiarized work even by English majors.
Ifyou're tempted to plagiarize due to time constraints or other pressures, ask me for an
extension instead. Ifyou have any doubts in your mind about 111hether your use of
sources is okay, ask me ahead of time.
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Schedule of Readings and Assignments
Notes:
1. Due dates in this schedule supercede those on original policy sheet.
2. Schedule is subject to change. Additional readings may be assigned.
3. Readings in November will be distributed on a weekly basis.
4. Homework assignments will continue to be given in class; most are not listed in
the schedule.

PUBLISHING HISTORY
MOct9
W Oct 11
F Oct 13
M Oct 16

Pre-printing press
R ena1ssance
.
- 18ili century

W Oct 18
F Oct 20
M Oct 23
W Oct25
F Oct 27

Novel
Poeu-y
Drama
No class-optional conferences on annotated bib

Fall Break-no class
19rh and 20th centuries

OVERVIEW OF GENRE HISTORY

M Oct 30Dec 1

No class-work on annotated bibliography
WHAT'S LITERARY HISTORY GOOD FOR?
Annotated bibliography for formal essay due
Readings/possible guest lectures/short writing assignments TBA

F Nov 17
Nov. 20-24
MDec4
WDec6
F Dec 8

Last day to submit a draft of formal essay for review
Thanksgiving Break
Formal Essay Due; short presentations
Presentations continued

W Dec 13
10: 15-12: 15

Final exam

Review and course summary

